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Status 

1 )I3 Responsive to communication(s) filed on 06 November 2006 . 
2a)\3 This action is FINAL. 2b)S This action is non-final. 

3) n Since this application is in condition for allowance except for formal matters, prosecution as to the merits is 

closed in accordance with the practice under Ex parte Quayle, 1 935 CD. 1 1 , 453 O.G. 213. 
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DETAILED ACTION 
Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

1. The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that form the 
basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(e) the invention was described in (1) an application for patent, published under section 122(b), by another filed 
in the United States before the invention by the applicant for patent or (2) a patent granted on an application for 
patent by another filed in the United States before the invention by the applicant for patent, except that an 
international application filed under the treaty defined in section 351(a) shall have the effects for purposes of this 
subsection of an application filed in the United States only if the international application designated the United 
States and was published under Article 21(2) of such treaty in the English language. 

2. Claims 1-4, 10, 11, 19, 20, 25, 26, 30, 31, 39 and 40 rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(e) as 
being anticipated by Gerrard et al (US 2005/0055115 Al). 

As per claims 1, 19 and 40, Gerrard discloses a method of conducting a game on a 
gaming machine, the gaming machine including a controller having a processor (see fig. 2 A, 12) 
and a memory (see fig. 2 A, 14), the method comprising: displaying the game on a video display 
of the gaming machine (see fig. lA, 16, 18), the game including a displayed grid and a pluraHty 
of displayed video reels (see fig. 1 A, 16), the displayed grid having a plurality of rows, each of 
the plurality of rows having a pluraHty of tiles (page 8, [0090], see fig. 7); enabling a first player 
selection of a first tile from a first row of the displayed grid (page 9, [0091]); detecting the first 
player selection of the first tile fi-om the first row (see figs 3-6); in response to the first player 
selection, causing the plurality of video reels to spin and stop to display a first outcome (pages 4- 
5, [0051]), and causing a first action associated with the first player selection; and awarding a 
furst award to the player based on the first outcome (page 3, [0036] - [0037]). 
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As per claims 2 and 26, Gerrard discloses a method wherein the method further includes 
displaying a plurality of tokens on the video display prior to enabling the first player selection 
(see figs. 3-6). 

As per claim 3, Gerrard discloses a method wherein the game comprises a bonus game, 
and wherein play of the bonus game is initiated by a bonus triggering event occurring during a 
wagering base game conducted on the gaming machine, the bonus triggering event resulting in 
the plurality of tokens displayed on the video display (page 5, [0055]). 

As per claims 4 and 20, Gerrard discloses a method wherein the first award comprises a 
first credit amount; wherein the first action comprises; causing the game to end if no token is 
displayed on the video display*, and causing the first credit amount to be added to a credit meter 
of the gaming machine (page 4, [0044] - [0045]). 

As per claims 10, 11, 30 and 31, Gerrard discloses a method wherein the first tile 
comprises a multiplier and wherein the first action comprises: multiplying the first credit amount 
with the multiplier to yield a first multiplied credit amount, the first multiplied credit amoxmt 
more valuable than the first credit amount, and enabling a second player selection of a second 
tile fi-om a second row of the grid if at least one row remains of the grid (page 8, [0082], see fig. 
5). 

As per claim 39, Gerrard discloses a method wherein the plurality of game play images 
comprise a plurality of video reels, and wherein the first outcome comprises a first reel symbol 
array (see figs. 1 A, IB). 
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Claim Rejections - 35 USC §103 

3. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set forth in 
section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and the prior art are 
such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the invention was made to a person 
having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. Patentability shall not be negatived by the 
manner in which the invention was made. 

4. Claims 5-9, 16-18, 21-29, 36-39 and 41-48 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being 
unpatentable over Gerrard et al (US 2005/00551 15 Al) in view of Champion et al (US 6,659,464 
Bl). 

As per claims 5-9, 16, 18, 21-25, 27-29, 36-38, and 41-48, Gerrard does not disclose a 
grid selection of a tile but Champion discloses 'a gridlock strategy game which comprises: 
enabling a last player selection of a last tile from a last row of the grid; detecting the last player 
selection of the last tile from the last row; in response to the last player selection, causing the 
video reels to spin and stop to display a last outcome, and enabling a secondary bonus game 
having a guaranteed award if the last tile is not a trap tile; and awarding a last credit amount to 
the player based on the last outcome; enabling a last player selection of a last tile from a last row 
of the grid; detecting the last player selection of the last tile from the last row; in response to the 
last player selection, causing the video reels to spin and stop to display a last outcome, and 
enabling a secondary bonus game having a guaranteed award if the last tile is a trap tile and at 
least one token is displayed on the video display; and awarding a last credit amount to the player 
based on the last outcome (col. 9, lines 26-43). 

It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time the invention 
was made to utilize the gridlock using a plurality of tiles as taught by Champion into the method 
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of Gerrard because it would provided a method of calculating point values associated with a tile 
used in a set of games. 

As per claim 17, Gerrard discloses a method wherein the secondary bonus game 
comprises: displaying a plurality of bonus award choices on the video display; detecting a bonus 
player selection of a bonus award choice from the pluraUty of bonus award choices; and 
awarding a bonus credit amount to the player based on the bonus award choice (page 5, [0055]). 

As per claim 26, Gerrard discloses a method wherein the method further includes 
displaying a plurality of tokens on the video display prior to enabUng the first player selection 
(see figs. 3-6). 

As per claim 39, Gerrard discloses a method wherein the plurality of game play images 
comprise a plurality of video reels, and wherein the first outcome comprises a first reel symbol 
array (see figs. 1 A, IB). 

Allowable Subject Matter 

5. Claims 12-15 and 32-35 are objected to as being dependent upon a rejected base claim, 
but would be allowable if rewritten in independent form including all of the limitations of the 
base claim and any intervening claims. 

As per claims 12-15, none of the references, either singularly or in combination, discloses 
or even suggests: a method fiirther comprising: enabling a second player selection of a second 
tile from among a plurality of tiles of a second row of the grid, wherein the plurality of tiles of 
the second row includes one safe tile and two hidden tiles, a first hidden tile of the two hidden 
tiles including a trap tile and a second hidden tile of the two hidden tiles including a token tile, a 
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location of the one safe tile known to the player, the second player selection of the one safe tile 
precluding loss of a token; detecting the second player selection of the second tile from the 
second row; in response to the second player selection, causing the video reels to spin and stop to 
display a second outcome, and causing a second action associated with the second player 
selection; and awarding a second award to the player based on the second outcome. 

As per claims 32-35, a method further comprising: detecting a second player selection of 
a second tile from among a pluraUty of tiles of a second row of the grid, wherein the plurality of 
tiles of the second row includes one safe tile and two hidden tiles, a first hidden tile of the two 
hidden tiles including a trap tile and a second hidden tile of the two hidden tiles including a token 
tile, a location of the one safe tile known to the player, the second player selection of the one safe 
tile precluding loss of a token; in response to the second player selection, causing the plurality of 
game play images to display a second outcome, and causing a second action associated with the 
second player selection; awarding a second award to the player based on the second outcome. 

Conclusion 

6. The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to applicant's 
disclosure. 

• Baerlocher et al (US 2006,0084500 Al) disclose a gaming device having game with 
player selections and award pools. 

• Cannon (US 2006/0068880 Al) disclose a gaming device having matching game with 
improved display. 

• Englman et al (US 2005/0181855 Al) disclose a gaming machme with selection feature. 
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Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 



examiner should be directed to Ronald Laneau whose telephone number is (571) 272-6784. The 
examiner can normally be reached on 7:30 - 3:00. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are xmsuccessful, the. examiner's 
supervisor, Robert Olszewski can be reached on (571) 272-6788. The fax phone number for the 
organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an appUcation may be obtained from the Patent 
Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for published applications 
may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. Status information for unpubhshed 
applications is available through Private PAIR only. For more information about the PAIR 
system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should you have questions on access to the Private PAIR 
system, contact the Electronic Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would 
like assistance from a USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated 
information system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 




Ronald Laneau 
Primary Examiner 
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